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monly go with empty Vesselles in effect, saving some lyttle fraught
with Salt. And thus it appeareth that the Souldiers wages, and the
transportation may be defrayed for farre lesse summes of money,
then the detractors of this enterprise have given out. Againe, this
intended voiage for conquest, hath in lyke manner many other
singular priviledges, wherewith God hath as it were, with his holy
hand blessed the same before all others. For after once we are
departed the coast of England, we may passe straight way thether,
without daunger of being driven into any the countries of our
enimies, or doubtfull freends, for commonly one winde serveth to
bring us thether, which sildome faileth from the middle of Januarie,
to the middle of Maie, a benefite which the Mariners make great
account off, for it is a pleasure that they have in few or none of the
other journies. Also, the passage is short, for we may go thither in
thirty of forty daies at the most, having but an indifferent winde, and
returne continually in sixteene or twenty dayes at the most. And in
the same our journey, by reason it is in the Occean, and quite out of
the way from the intercourse of other countries: we may safely trade
and traffique, without perill of pyracie, neither shal our Ships,
people, or goods, ther be subjecte to the arrest or molestation of any
Pagan Potentate, Turkishe Tyrant, yea, or Christian Prince, which
heertofore, sometimes upon slender occasion in other parts, have
staied our Shippes and marchaundizes, whereby great numbers of
our Countrimen have beene utterly undoone, dyvers put to raunsome,
yea and some lost their lives: a thing so fresh in memory as it needeth
no proofe, and well worthy of consideration.
Besides, in this voyage, we doo not crosse the burnt line, whereby
commonly both beverage and victuall are corrupted, and mens
health very much impaired, neither doo we passe the frozen Seas,
which yeelde sundrye extreme daungers: but have a temperate
Climate at all times of the yeere, to serve our turnes. And lastly, there
neede no delayes by the way, for taking in of freshwater and Fewell,
(a thing usually doone in long journeys) because as I said above, the
voyage is not long, and the fresh waters taken in there, our men heere
in England, at theyr returne home, have found so holesome and
sweete, that they have made choise to drinke it before our Beere or Ale.
Beholde heere good Countreimen, the manifolde benefites, com-
modities and pleasures heeretofore unknowne, by Gods especiall
blessing not onelie revealed unto us, but also as it were infused into
our bosomes, who though hetherto like Dormise have slumbered in
ignoraunce thereof, beeing like the Cattes that are lothe for theyr